
BILL  
CLINTON’S  
VISIT TO 
NORTHERN  
IRELAND

Photo courtesy of The Irish Times

Resource

3

A 

GCSE
Toolkit

A Digitisation and 
Outreach Project from 
the Linen Hall Library



Project and Curriculum 
Information

Introduction
This education resource was 
created as part of the Linen Hall 
Library’s ‘Divided Society’ project. 
It is a learning tool aimed at GCSE 
students studying the 1990s period, 
however those studying politics 
and history subjects will also find its 
material relevant. The resource can 
be used to stimulate debate and 
will help towards the development 
of empathy and understanding of 
the topic. Included in the resource 
are samples of political cartoons, 
newspaper front pages and political 
posters. Materials are held at the 
Linen Hall Library.

Key areas of  
interest include:

 z Ceasefires

 z Bill Clinton’s Visit

 z The Good Friday Agreement

 z The Referendum

 z First Day of Power-Sharing

Students will  
develop skills in:

 z Research 

 z Thinking critically/analysing

 z Reading/using primary sources

 z Developing an understanding of 

history’s value and significance 

for today’s society

 z Developing an awareness of how 

the past has been represented, 

interpreted and given significance 

for different reasons and 

purposes

 z Acquiring an understanding of 

different identities within society 

and an appreciation of social, 

cultural, and religious diversity

 z Recognising that their historical 

knowledge and skills help them 

understand the present and also 

provides them with a basis for 

their role as responsible citizens, 

as well as for the possible further 

study of history.
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Please read the articles and answer the questions on the following pages.

President Clinton’s 
‘Mission of Peace’
The Irish News article ‘Clinton’s Mission for 
Peace’ 2nd December 1995

On the 30th of November 1995, 

President Clinton visited Northern 

Ireland. The aim of this trip was 

to encourage the peace process. 

He brought along his National 

Security Adviser, Anthony Lake, 

who had played a key role in 

the process, and also his wife 

Hillary Clinton. Clinton travelled 

all over Northern Ireland taking 

time to stop and talk to local 

people along the way. He 

visited the Shankill and Falls 

Road, stopping at local shops 

to buy fruit and baked goods. 

Crowds were keen to see him and 

lined the streets in both Belfast and Derry/Londonderry. During a speech at 

Mackie’s factory in Belfast, Clinton made a heartfelt plea for peace and paid tribute 

to those working towards a settlement including John Major and John Bruton. 

He also singled out Gerry Adams, David Ervine and Gary McMichael, noting their 

efforts to end the conflict.

During his speech Clinton said, ‘I believe that the greatest struggle you face now 

is not between opposing ideas or opposing interests. The greatest struggle you 

face is between those who deep down inside want to be peacemakers and those 

who deep down inside do not support the cause of peace…You must stand against 

terror. You must say to those who would still use violence for political ends that 

“your day is over”.’
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1. Why did the President of the United States visit Northern Ireland at this time?

  ...................................................................................................................................

  ...................................................................................................................................

2. Who are the important political figures Clinton mentioned in his speech? 

  ...................................................................................................................................

  ...................................................................................................................................

3. What places did he visit? 4. Why did he go there?

5. Who did he meet? 6. Why did he meet these 
people?

7. Who did he mention? 8. Why did he choose these 
people?
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Group Activity
In a group discuss the questions below. Continue your answers on a separate 
page if you need to.

1. Why was it important that Bill Clinton visited the Shankill and the Falls areas?

  ...................................................................................................................................

  ...................................................................................................................................

2. Describe how important it was that Bill Clinton spoke at the Mackie’s 

factory on the Springfield Road.

  ...................................................................................................................................

  ...................................................................................................................................

3. Why was it important for Bill Clinton to meet so many politicians and local 

people?

  ...................................................................................................................................

  ...................................................................................................................................

4. In his speech Clinton said, ‘Dialogue is not surrender.’ Discuss in a group 

what he is referring to.

  ...................................................................................................................................

  ...................................................................................................................................

5. Who were John Major, Albert Reynolds and Gary McMichael?

  ...................................................................................................................................

  ...................................................................................................................................
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Complete at home
A. Find out if any of your family saw Bill 

Clinton when he visited Northern Ireland? What did 
they think of his visit?

  ..................................................................................................................................

  ..................................................................................................................................

  ..................................................................................................................................

  ..................................................................................................................................

B. Search the internet to find footage of Bill Clinton’s visit. What was the 
atmosphere like? Do you think Bill Clinton’s visit was important to 
local people?

  ..................................................................................................................................

  ..................................................................................................................................

  ..................................................................................................................................

  ..................................................................................................................................
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Divided Society, Linen Hall Library
17 Donegall Square North, Belfast BT1 5GB, Northern Ireland
Phone: +44 (0) 28 9032 1707 Email: info@linenhall.com

Note of thanks
The Linen Hall Library would like to thank The Irish News, The News Letter, Ian Knox, The 
Northern Ireland Office, Marian Ferguson, Jim McBride and all those who have assisted with 
the creation of this education project and allowed us to visit their schools. Without your 
contribution this would not have been possible.
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Since 1968 the Linen Hall Library has been collecting material 
relating to the conflict in Northern Ireland. Over the years 
the Library has become the repository for a vast amount of 
material relating to the subject and the subsequent Peace 
Process.

The Northern Ireland Political Collection now consists of over 
350,000 items including books, pamphlets, leaflets, posters, 
manifestos, press releases, newspapers, objects and many 
thousands of periodicals. It is a completely unique collection 
that is unrivalled throughout the world.

The Divided Society project sees a significant section of the 
Northern Ireland Political Collection digitised. The project is 
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, Ulster Garden Villages, 
and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

Hundreds of Periodical titles relating to the conflict have 
been digitised and made available from the new Divided 
Society website. These are publications that were published 
between 1990-1998 in the UK, Ireland and further afield, and 
documented the issues that affected Northern Ireland during 
that period.

This was a significant time in Northern Ireland’s history and 
included events such as the Downing Street Declaration, 
several ceasefires, and the ongoing peace negotiations which 
culminated in the signing of the Good Friday Agreement.


